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ABSTRACT

Is China threatening US hegemony in Latin America?: In the 2000s,
China's presence in Latin America expanded significantly. The
United States, which has hegemony in the region, inidally did not
attach much importance to China's move, but began to regard it
as a threat to hegemony in the mid-2010s. Nevertheless, this article
argues that China is not yet at the level of threatening US’s hegemony
in Latin America in terms of either hard or soft power. To show
that, this article compared and evaluated, as far as possible,
quantitatively the soft and hard power of the United States and China
in Latin America. In order to analyze hard power, trade, foreign
direct investment, loans, and aid were examined in terms of economic
power, and military bases or related facilities and current status of
military presence were surveyed in terms of military power. In terms
of soft power, this paper focused on national reliability and
attractiveness.

Key words: Latin America, United States, China, Competition for hegemony,
Hard and soft power/ ZtEIOtH|Z|7}, 0|2, £, &l[AZL ZAH, 5i=
Qo ATE I

* o] =22 20219 @RS w55 F=AFAGY AFAEROF FAATAA LAY
o] Ade wot 3 L;Lm (NRF-2021S1A5A2A01063864)

** Ki Hyun Kim is a professor of the Department of Spanish, Latin American Studies at
Sun Moon University, Korea (drkhkim@sunmoon.ac.kr).
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eF = 23k AlA| tiA o] % n]=7]5HOASE -sHHA FHEPE vl=
o] vijebd Al @ o ® vHEA; Yok 2 al npy FaRT S AL
o] =w7h5o] el wet nj=-& FEmlolA BAA ¢le ddiE] sfdS
orgichalA gt g Qlsf| Fem]of thet vl=o] A= A old
2714 AR 1ol AR SE oA nl=E HAE AAA 2B
B ol A4S AAA o]k R o, T159] o] Ao Tt
e e=A] vief, ol 5 =y FA9F EIE ofrol ARt Stk

e B¢ T2 7Y, AR FEAL UE 9E 5 AA EofolA 23]
SHEUoA FFHS Gl ek 2ol Sl et T2 WS
HAA ol = A EF2 & A gt AHds BlojubA] et
SEA|TE 2008 H|=2] F5-917] o]F F=o] BTt 7] FFAES A
AAZBAE o EHA FEv|et =9 BAE grjFez A

S sauolA BAA BA Y AE 7o e A, #3) g9
QJejoll 717 e St ik, 20184 AABo] F-CELAC Bl
Al 22} 3olo| Al %= ‘BRI'(Belt and Road Initiative: ‘One Belt One
Road’, & A URol|A 2L o]F WA 2 A& AAT =N
=0 e He qlojx FEm o] A Fa4dol o ARk o5 F3l
T sauloA x|} FE Ad FAE "ol =l =7, AR
&, AR, 5G BAIY o =7HA] BAE thiskelal Qlok

ojfd AgtollAl wl=ro] A Aujm e F=HUS ISkl AT A]Hj
A EA S MolE Fchs Ao SE1 ARE0] S5 vl=o 9
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Hsiang(2016, 63)2 o]¥ %2 FiL SH|7F & n|=afgean Has
o7} FAE o, Yo7t Sl A= ul=mif F= ARo]of ‘A2l xdoft
b eEeka ok F

Aol S ks A A0 25H REE S0l 22Y
T B SHUAE w9 sl mAEkaL Qlrkal FRtE T1E
o= E5HaL nj5 o] ZAIE o3| gHfshHA S u]of thgh T
< oloztar qlokar Aargtth o5 F=o] FEm|olA @Al AR wF
0k ofu e} Bk g QIR 0] XA B Sieks 4714 REE
ZHAI AL Fskar @7 wiioll wls o] sl HEhe thAl Ale-al S=9
AR df-5-afjoF stk stk (Gallagher 2016; Piccone 2016; Ellis 2018;
Fones and Mendez 2018).

2o Ax o3t A= HtEE Ty The Economisf2018)+= 20181 7]
Aol A F=ro] S mlolA Bl —4 T 55 B AAolA ERE oyt
QueotiAo v S Foisial SlSS Ak 20194Wo The
National Interest(2019) 2] “u]=o] F=rof| 7| gfdopwg7+E wWjSt7]aL ¢l
e AR g 7| O AlE Ao R AF=A ol

el o] Fof e o] 2jRt il ALE T 20211 7ime(2021)2] 2+ 7|AF
= W Ao F=9 SHY AYer FHuldA T=9 T
Hot o Ao webs FEmlold $52 fde g 5 SRl
74213ttt 2ol Bloomberg(2022) %= ol 2|3t Zatof| 7hEFch “FaS
ofBA =& AR Hr]E AufetA E LR ek Al ZAbellA EE
HI1le 53] dulolA F=9 A4 AEo] v=s dof Aujz] 129
ol=Fthil $-HE EAIFTH

Iy olRt S5 EH—‘?—Pr sHEuNA S=9] FFYS v=] IF
Hul ZAjof B|uslHA Zhzto] 71 3le] AR A 3715 HEE] s

-
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1 A2 oPE Organski(1958)7F AAI5E o Zolc}. 7]&9] 2ol &0l Fo] AR
5 rjze) 247k 99 F9L olFol HAL WAL FALNE $A5H) Hrkn
Z5Hs 2ol Wl AlRiHo] ol 2L A Eel HARY Fel(F A
wet ol o] HzalAE s Aol WA AHsAo] wrhy FAwt
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the Eagle: Latin America, the United States, and the World(3t2 93
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o8 w1 HEolels HEH v AARY Au) 4L ofolrbn
itk $HH Prashad(2007)3} Funk(2013)%= 7|23 08 ZnjoA] u]=o|
A EYE A= hH o= Feu|et A 3AA =71= 7ol AlgH]
oA hepRt AT EATS FBa,
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A G A 1w, B Ui Y2 ] FEo = rolA BTt
1 HES wH 20199 7|3 ]9 njEite] 2w Y

:L_IB.

&2 vl=o] 5290—1 Fe|(LE Lol AY SiE3} AlY ofiE2] Aol
Z=+o] 4680 (FlolA = v S22 Al 17 & A= A9 Bt
Folh? %5114—4 WA SFZ ERE A0 R TFZ ALkl F
S| skt AL o] A= 25 o Fojeth SV B
n= o 2o £E(E 1. AlY SF)0] 45509 Fef(d3%), s me &
(SlollA AR E)o] 15809 =2|(12%) 2 nl=ro 29| #Fo] d=For
ok SHANE S| tjn] & RS WAIETF ZFR]staL 917] wiol
HAAZE A Qs S]] tiF = 12109 o= thr] +=9 960
of ge] Bt 239 o @ A ARl YA FollA 9 44lo]
31009 22|(flollA F HA &)= vl=o4e] =AHY off &) 13709
g2 B =& o 2 v WoHEl Peruano 2020.11.8).

ojget A E AW EH WY SHoA SN T2 B 4
3 Heltk =QloflA =19 Sl ddhal, A AT H|s=3t o]
M, % E3 WARE AT Gule) s F2e] HFo] o etk

22 AAA areolets Zuo)A HH S9lR ks S%o0] (|sHe
ulgo] o Atk mebd %S Ao urt o TAHoR Avry Yo
o] 5= 20184 7| A2 thiF & HlFol 20%= thn] & BT 16%
BTk o) gu] 750 2% qAlRoRA o] dgrele SHAlg wal
o} AU T2 X G EL WA FHZ7) 22 2% ] 80%, =17} 1% T 36%,
7] E7} 3% f 45%= o H8] thu| == BlFo] Ao r o Eth F
0] AA 9] tiF, ] ¢ HSE 94 A 20199 =29 B3t 11%
g 45%=2 thu] =% H|Fo| ofF X ¢ =} (CEPAL 2018a, 58).

2 2230 FWIFL 20209 FHT-198 74 F 20219 oAl Z71E] 20219 @A
45169 ZER 201997} H|F 2ol weka 20199 AR Brleleigte H
A3t 374 oE HE gl
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» COMERCIO DE BIENES DE LATINOAMERICA
CON ESTADOS UNIDOS Y CHINA

2002-2019 (En miles de millones de dolares)

Z£4: El Peruano 2020.11.8

77 1. Z40j9) HfE, o] 1Y

29 YES 2 g tiF =& 96%7F 13} AR (] &2
27%) B2 12} ARE TFEE(EAE 79%, U)E 17%) 02 12} AR T v
o] = o7 =r(CEPAL 20184, 71). Wk FE1] 57H=9] F=1t9
WAL 13} ARE =5 BAE Hoh ASREo 2 Hapd, of23lE L, WA
A 5 AR 7S 7R YEksolAls 713190 sAlol 918 adlo)r|=
Cl=g

ot opl Sl diF a2 20004t FEE F7HAIE Holth
20089 )= Zg9]7] o]% AAH o= ek 13 20099EE A A
A TS S0l FESHHA F53H7] Akl 2013d 0] Aol o] 27
o} v I % S diE e A& SIS Bl 2017395
g oA 25 S718H7] AR oW 20199 0] TRA] 7H4(-0.1%)317] AR
ok Al Y A7]elE 2020 S3H(-8.0%) Tk, 20219 HHA] 55
(12.8%) g ot 20199 ==of =g Stk AuH o Fdv|9 tiF Y
= 201397HA= |43 7Y 11 $ofl= s RS A 20139
2zol| A A Z7V5HA] Eskn QtHCEPAL 2021a, 81).

O 2000t Sof S| e FEoA T FAkE ke 2
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E2UE f8E 2ol ol23uaL s #lo] obyth. FA]Wk Fornes and
Mendez(2018, 232)0]] w2 ZJA2 FEFHAA A2 2HFA L HiEo]
Bl 1 FAE kA 3A] gdv) 250w Wi e A7H L
2 e = &S ASTIA et E A v 2l O
A of2lg do] ofyrtt e WA= TRkl Hls) thAl7F A o=
ity FAE 22 AFEAC vlsl A7 du aE ARE w71
AL B FE o APAT &S e Hole 2 dol Ak 2 7%
U AT AE=] A atell ik webA FE oM T
BAA SFEE AdE ZH] fsiMe A FAL} diefas A

of gt

AT

T2 20009 ol Holl= QR G S T W ARk AES
el 71959 ale FAE AFHATE Lt 2001 e A4 sk 24
oA tiiE FF7IHEC] A s Hof o] AHEAS ] AR
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Zd) BExp7t Z271817] AZRITE 2007 W R E S Z20] tR g o]
SAR AgstHA = A2de] A A X e A%t TheFet £oF
o] NIzt 71 BAF EAHO R o]Fo|x|7] A&t
20169 Bl = F=19] tiFdu| Tl A& H3prh AJ&bE ik 20154
FH FHAR 20250 whet S Aiatmdo] Hh|e A HOoR
sigtol whet S| 13} AbFoll et =87k ek weba St
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2 Y] AT A% gy Wetel ot nY, £4, 56 Al £oFE
oy, ?lzel, ¢, A=Y, 3} IT AA FofollA] F8S& alsh=
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7| wiEof| o] Hofo| A F=to] FAR: Bl FE#R|E Alo] Apdolth
A5 50120179 V| QY R 9] 1030 F 5310 Sl o3t
Aolglem, 2020 o= 49 107 5 191€} 39171 F=toll &J3f o]Fol A
ChA kA 2 HTEAL F Adagynt Bopd 2 SEu]oA Fe] v|F
220179 % 5009 g = 222 2009 FHE 37%, 2018W 3 3509
g 5 F332 709 EYE 19% 7o D3 (CEPAL 2019, 45).
a8y APFEAE 246 719E 4 Fshe WA (brownfield) Tt
A= Ao| ofye}, Hds] A2 YA S A= B4 (greenfield) = 91O

HQlolL} 7]910) 24] Tz ABE 10% o4} HS5He WARHEEAD,

o, o

Hlelut 719dell 59 o] A7 FAE Alwshe ¥AEY] H=), 18
7120l FARRE 7149 ol AlFASE WA E Q7] wie] o]¥ Y
AL AR S]] A = RIAHFAHED) A F=ro] AFA|sh= ]
2 ob i 22 wolrt. AE Adu R 2014904 2018 Afo]
THE] A = A o] 20141 13949 &, 20154 13189 &

2, 20161 12649 22, 2017d 11899 &g, 20184 1316% &=
T AZPFEAAE 2+7F 20149 1109 22(7.8%), 2015 409 &
(3.0%), 20169 409] =2(3.2%), 2017 2009] =2(16.8%), 2018 70}
92(5.3%) 5o E3FscH(CEPAL 2019, 25).

3t T2 diFdn| AHEAE G5 H7tel| =] lok 200549
A 2017712 S0 Sdn AFFAL] 55%(6559 )7t Bebd,
17%(201%] 2ef)7} 515, 9%(110%] D)7} ot 2R E| YR o5 Al Hreto
81%7} FAF =0l ek o5 Al ezt Sdv| AA| BASF oA ZAsH=
H| S-S st ete W fxjo|th 53] HF = AA ol Hls) F=
A EAL9] H|Fo] -9 =THCEPAL 2018b, 506).

20000l A 2018 Ato] 7PE=E wl=il F=r0] FEm] AP FA; +34

vy

3 AAR 2018E7HA] 19 29 o|std F=r9] HAE Eof off S| Fxk= 20194
109 29 & dol4lth sigol= BEapdo 89 EEE FAG| ANEE 34S Yo
o] Yo7l 5G& FiE 7o) 7R3t STQE Mu|AztA] A&stnA gk tAg Bof
Z39] &y &0 fisiAs Ellis (2022)9} Hillman(2022)9] & 2=,

4 F39] Fdn] A5ty F BExdofA i 20178 F=29] /P Y AR(State Grid
Corporation)7} He}4 9] CPFLZ 999 @0 43t olt}. CPFL2 A4 B v
He AFFFAteltt. 5 VA TTARE 202080 A oA o]FiHo
Chilquinta Energia S.A. @}Tecnored S.AE 229 23] I3t o]& 2020¥ FHv]
Q=g 39 AOJtH(CEPAL 2021b, 34; 116).
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A 5 gtk ER A% AR REI} AA) AL G o9 Ak,
IMES] th&ol S) ZA] Aol 75k QA% 2ASS wels) uu
dhzel GFUS WA 4 ek 1S F7Y o] 1T 2AL AN
A etk 7ol Qleka sht ARste) AUl ofet JEE} Alsty
LR g 4 glek bl 03 F39 AETlA dejael
FA] ek RA g el wmshEA AAskD g,

229 0] B} 2L e ZIALLYCDB)Y FH45E4
WCHEXIM)}E 53] olfolm glck Zyulola] 53 #e A%
Gallagher(2016, 70)] whemd F3-e ‘9letel olm'S 3] 20054 el A
20144 Aol 0] 1571Fo] % 11909] ele B2 3ic. ol 2:e A7)
IDB2| 7009 gejst AlAL@e] 6709 Tejrct o ge ojsol

Fn) A7) thBel A F3e) thaol AXsk wFS ek pAHo
A n7) 93 F3 gEAe Fdv] Al NHEASARE D F5
A GB F e, ZESQ B4, A 5 EIUH uws) B,
A 200584 20141 10617F F3He] Fm] o] 11900 Peli2 o]
10302 e A5 1200 2 A7} Bk @) o] 24 7
FARSA L 2012 4409 2, 20134 3609} 22, 2014 8509 =
SEYOR FH| o vlFo] Bx A ¢S & 4 UEHCEPAL 2021
137).

Syl 2ok AHEAY AR B30 o Fdv] o Eat
Q5 27ko] WEH o] Qi He ARk & 4 ek 200504 20164
Fare] o) S thE A % 93%7) Wul=lak4don), B2l (26%), of
1w 2(12%), oF=RIELH(11%) U] F7}o] HFH o] 9EHCEPAL 2018h,
22).

ol % Wlylsdetel ofstE2E Aelsty Hepalolu of= ety
9 A AANA AAFE vlFo] s FHe thE wlFo] Acki B
Qe BA RS A AFHOE vFY DAY WA 27 G
A3E uEe) SEulcl Aot 2o UetSel e e AY gk
= Fdvlold F2o e B9 AAY GarelE vl4olete oz
=2y vt e ARt dgld 9R Fte) FE Aolet @

9lch.

o
-
il

-

Y 2 4> oM

N



=2 SHO0IA 0|=9| SAZLE !"stn JA=71? 113

Ack7t =] tigam] &S of 17 3.914] Hzo] 20109 357
SR Ao ol2FtrL 2011d F4s 799 g 715 & thA] A
Ao 2713 20154 2159 Gejo] Egels
| o] F=9 o T &2 A&HoR ﬂio}f Txﬂe HolZzi
otk 1 Al :H|=-19 o)A el 2019 ] o]u] 2015 2] 208-9] 1%=
oF H]:= 119 g&7lx] Ao, FH|=-197F B 391 2020 o=
npWy 0 s 71S3oh

21—,
0 T

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2013 2020

—E32 0EE0 UE =Y

Z4: Bloomberg 2022.2.22

a3 3. =9 il SHO| HE SH(T? 109 F2)

ol

9} Pl 2 A A
SREFERE=RERE

1291 7FZ2HStephen Kaplan)& 288|719}
¥ ot A SHisE Sl diE o

0.9._]

=0 A& a7ek 22 A 24 B Wy 1l 22 99 slA
i Qlol(EF &2 dAdAtdE %Ei ) HES s $71 2ol

“H 7o) ol 25]8] & A4Sk FR7L o] gS A EAte] A7
wE TR TRt mekA e Fo] he R :?ﬂ HHES Z7|sHA=
GAA Hoh AFRE AANE HE el §le Aolekal ATt
(Bloomberg 2022.2.22).

o= Etekal o 28 4= S5 7HE% fi&o] B fadhe
ol ofyet AER 2polE Holi JlZ& & 5 Utk T M=
A die2 g s g2 IuE- 19, S 741114 72 oet,
-5 A Mgl Etekal 2018\ o] S7HAIZF FetE A e



14 1 AJLAS Vol. 36 No. 1

= AlE S7F A0 ok 53] "otAlob A e digh HiE2 2018 d0
Ho 5 A S7HIE FAISHL ik SotAof BB ST 7 S dorAlof
192 20149 FH o]F HRE ES FASHL o, S5 Horzert
oF Absletold ofz 2]z} 2|k 2016l A] 20181 Afe] Aol E2t o] %
S7HAI7E et Ay vt S FASEL v Hh 2hdot| 2l rhet
sa)a x]mloﬂ/qu} 001514 20189S AHoZ 275 o:]—r
th ol T=Y ol T & g FvE-19 5
?‘;*JOF/MEE} nF7 A Aetel] mE S AEd £
Hgtof w2 Zlo] obdA] o4do] == FEolth.

N

I‘ll‘

=X
T

l'l

Llo

Al
1_1

:L rﬁ: m{ru
ol

r_>d >
NI C

=
=
K3

o

China’s lending has been growing
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ABSTRACT

Can the Law Pull the Custom? — A Gender Case Study on Rwanda
and Nicaragua: Rwanda and Nicaragua are well-known for their high
levels of gender equality despite being developing authoritarian
regime countries, especially when the gender equality is measured
using official norms such as institution and law. However, when
considering unofficial social norms such as traditional customs,
cultural practices, and violence against women, women’s everyday
lives are not as good as the official norms suggest. In the SIGI Index,
which includes attitudes and practices as indicators, these two
countries rank much lower (160th and 128th respectively) than they
do in the Global Gender Gap Index, which gives high weight to
institutional aspects such as the share of women in parliament.

This paper aims to investigate the impact of the gap between the
law and custom on social change, by analyzing the cases of Rwanda
and Nicaragua. Specifically, this study examines the areas of women’s
rights, land ownership, and domestic violence to identify the extent
to which the gap between the law and custom influences the everyday
lives of women in these countries. The analysis indicates that it is
necessary to find a balance between the law and custom that promotes
change while reducing conflicts. This requires a moderate law that
aligns with customs or surpasses customs by a moderate margin.
Moreover, the presence of enforcement mechanisms is crucial in
effecting change from customary practices to new laws. In this regard,
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active women’s movements can serve to exert pressure for effective
enforcement, which eventually can bridge the gap between the law
and custom.

Key words: Gender Equality, Norms, Culture, Law, Rwanda, Nicaragua,
AdEs, 4, =8 °, 22, U7kt

INTRODUCTION

When considering issues related to women's rights and gender equality,
democratic countries tend to be associated more closely with these concepts
than authoritarian regimes. In other words, the more democratic a country
is, the more likely it is to have a high level of gender equality. The 2021
Gender Gap Index supports this trend, as 9 out of the top 10 ranked countries
are considered democratic according to the Freedom House Index.

However, there are exceptions to this generalization. Rwanda and
Nicaragua serve as examples. Both countries are considered developing and
authoritarian regime countries, with GDP per capita lower than the regional
average. However, according to the Global Gender Gap Index, Rwanda ranks
7th and Nicaragua 12th. This suggests that despite being authoritarian
regimes and developing countries, these countries have achieved a high level
of gender equality and women’s rights in terms of official norms, as reflected
in the Global Gender Gap Index. Furthermore, in the context of gender
representation in politics, the Inter-Parliamentary Union reports that as of
March 2023, Rwanda and Nicaragua rank first and third, in terms of the
percentage of women in parliament. Rwanda has 61.3% women in
parliament, while Nicaragua has 51.7% indicating strong women
representation in their respective governments. Data from the Women,
Business and the Law reveals that Rwanda and Nicaragua have high scores
of 83.8 and 86.3 out of 100 respectively, indicating a favorable legal status

for women in both countries. However, this index does not consider unofficial
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social norms such as custom, cultural practices, and attitudes.

To analyze the custom embedded in a country, the SIGI Index (Social
Institutions and Gender Index) can be used. According to this index, Rwanda
ranks 160th and Nicaragua 128th, which is much lower than their respective
rankings on the Global Gender Gap Index. This highlights the differences
between official norms, as the law, and unofficial norms, as the custom,
and the complexity of assessing gender equality in a society.

This paper investigates the impact of the gap between the law and custom
on social change, by analyzing the cases of Rwanda and Nicaragua.
Specifically, this study examines the areas of women’s rights, land ownership,
and domestic violence to identify the extent to which the gap between the
law and custom influences the everyday lives of women in these countries.
The findings indicate that to facilitate the convergence of custom and law
aimed at promoting gender equality, a moderate margin should exist between
custom and law. Furthermore, the study highlights the crucial role of
enforcement mechanisms, such as exerting pressure through women’s

movements, in facilitating this convergence.

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

Previous studies suggest that official norms (the law) tend to progress faster
towards gender equality than unofficial norms (custom or tradition), and
the public is not willing to abide by these new set of laws, especially if
the gap between the two is very large. André and Platteau (1998) argue
that this is because new laws “run counter to” deeply embedded customary
principles, which creates resistance and reluctance to change, and several
studies support this pattern with specific examples from countries. Ntampaka
(2004) wrote about the tradition of marriage payments in the Ivory Coast,
Gabon, Central African Republic, and India, and showed how people
continue to follow the custom despite the implementation of a law
prohibiting it. Similarly, according to Coulibaly (2005), Nambo (2005), and
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Sacco (2008), Senegal has a legal prohibition on polygamous marriages, which
men refuse to abide by.

An exemplary case in point regarding non-compliance with new laws is
domestic violence. Despite the legal prohibition of domestic violence in her
country, a woman may choose to remain silent about the abuse she
experiences due to fear of potential consequences, and adhere to customary
norms. This can result in ongoing violence, physical and emotional suffering,
and even passing on the trauma to her children. The advantage of staying
silent though, is that she can maintain her family and stay within her
community as a woman.

If a woman decides to appeal to the newly established law, several outcomes
are possible. The best-case scenario would be that the law protects her from
the violence, allowing her to live a better life. In this situation, the abusive
husband may face consequences such as separation from the family or
education. However, this is not always the case. In many instances, even
if a woman speaks up, the authorities may fail to enforce the law. In this
situation, the woman may not only face the abuser but also increased
harassment from her community.

Then what could be a solution to this situation? Continuing the discussion
on reasons for noncompliance with the law, Aldashev (2012) emphasizes the
necessary proximity between the law and custom for change to occur.
Aldashev argues that modern law can act as a “magnet” to pull the custom
in a favorable direction for marginalized groups under certain conditions —
a certain proximity. If we apply this argument to the case of domestic violence,
the situation could be seen as the following:

If the disparity between the law and custom of domestic violence is not
significant, people can act according to the custom without conflict —
continue domestic violence. Also, if the law is too far ahead of the custom,
it may not be able to change them, or the change may not occur rapidly
due to the reasons mentioned above. The public has not reached a consensus

on the radical law, leading to noncompliance. The solution is to find a balance
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between the law and custom, promoting change and reducing conflicts. The
law that is efficient in changing the custom lies between the point where
the law is the same as the custom and the point where the law is too
progressive to make people abide by it. In other words, a ‘moderate’ law
can be more effective than an extreme law for changing custom.

Another important factor in changing the custom is suggested by Knight
(1992). He argues that for custom to change, there must be a strong enough
enforcement mechanism to move a society from its original equilibrium (i.e.,
the custom) to the new equilibrium (i.e., the law). In other words, a mutually
agreed upon law by the public will only be accepted if there is a mechanism
in place to enforce it (Pistor and Wellons, 1999; Pistor et al., 2003).
Therefore, the government must consider its enforcement power when
creating the law. If enforcement is weak and the law is too extreme, customs
will not change. Hence, it is often better to gradually modify the law by
observing the convergence of customs with the law, rather than making the
law too extreme. Not only is the government power important for
enforcement, but active women’s movements are critical in bridging the gap
between the law and the customs that hinder social change as it can exert
enough pressure for stronger enforcement.

In conclusion, this theoretical framework highlights the challenges in
implementing new laws that promote gender equality in the face of deeply
embedded customary norms. Previous studies have shown that official norms
(ie., the law) tend to progress faster than unofficial norms (i.e., the custom),
leading to resistance and reluctance to change. The example of domestic
violence illustrates how noncompliance with the law can perpetuate violence
and suffering, even when the law is in place. To address this issue, it is
necessary to find a balance between the law and custom that promotes change
while reducing conflicts. This requires a moderate law that aligns with
customs or surpasses customs by a moderate margin. Additionally,
enforcement mechanisms must be in a place to move society from its original

equilibrium (i.e., the custom) to the new equilibrium (i.e., the law), and
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active women’s movements can serve as a pressure for effective enforcement,
bridging the gap between the law and custom. According to AlcAntara (2010),
for effective enforcement of the law made in the parliament, the engagement
by women’s organizations in building the capacity of women to act effectively

in politics and in society is needed.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

RwWANDA

Rwanda is composed of an ethnic majority of Hutus (85%) and minority
groups including Tutsis (14%). The Tutsis were historically in power during
the colonial period and after the country’s independence in 1962 due to
their perceived European-like appearance by Belgian colonizers. This led to
tensions and a coup d’état by the Hutus demanding the Tutsis relinquish
power, resulting in many Tutsis fleeing to neighboring countries. However,
after years of civil war, both sides agreed to the Arusha Peace Treaty in
1993 (Reyntjens 1996). The conflict reignited after the Hutu president’s
plane was attacked in 1994, leading to a genocide against the Tutsi minority
resulting in over a million deaths in just 10 days. The state responded by
granting women equal rights as men, including employment opportunities
and inheritance, due to the disproportionate number of men killed in combat
(Izabiiliza 2005). However, daily life for Rwandan women has not greatly
improved, partly due to the gap between new laws and cultural norms, as
well as a lack of education on women’s rights and gender equality, leading

to a need for women’s empowerment and education (Berry 2015).

NICARAGUA

Nicaragua was ruled by the Somoza dictatorship from 1936 to 1979, which

saw women suffering from domestic violence, limited ownership rights, and
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political and economic exclusion. The Sandinista Revolution, however,
marked a significant turning point for women’s rights, as they played a crucial
role in the revolution and were recognized as an essential part of the political
party. Women’s political participation and membership were accepted,
resulting in the establishment of institutions to protect women’s rights.
Despite continuous efforts to promote gender equality, traditional views and
attitudes towards women often disregard the law, leading to challenges such
as lower wages, non-regular work, and domestic violence. Nevertheless,
Nicaragua ranks 12th on the Global Gap Index 2021, with women occupying
51.7% of parliamentary seats and mandatory equal working conditions for
both genders in companies. Women’s participation in politics and economic
activities is increasing, with numerous successful businesswomen and
entrepreneurs, along with organizations like La Asociacion de Trabajadores

del Campo empowering women in rural areas (Almeida and Luciak 2003).

CONFLICT BETWEEN LAW AND CUSTOM IN
CONTEMPORARY ISSUES

The high legal rights of women in Rwanda and Nicaragua can be traced
back to their historical backgrounds. In Rwanda, the government recognized
the importance of women’s participation in social reconstruction after the
civil war, as men were outnumbered. In Nicaragua, women played a pivotal
role during the Sandinista Revolution, and their legal rights have continued
to increase since then. Despite these legal advancements, women’s everyday
reality still falls short of their legal rights. This section examines three social
sectors that highlight this discrepancy.

The first section discusses the importance of an enforcement mechanism
in ensuring that women’s legal rights are upheld. As demonstrated in the
theoretical framework, an enforcement mechanism is crucial to bridge the
gap between law and custom. Women’s rights movements serve as an

enforcement mechanism and will be explored in this section as a solution



42 1 AJLAS Vol. 36 No. 1

to enhancing women’s rights both in law and custom.

The second section examines land ownership, a critical social sector for
both countries in recent years. In Rwanda, where the farming economy is
significant, land ownership is directly linked to women’s economic rights.
In Nicaragua, where land is valuable, ownership also has a direct impact
on women’s economic well-being.

Finally, the third section focuses on domestic violence, which continues
to be a pervasive problem in both countries. As demonstrated in the
theoretical framework, domestic violence exemplifies the largest discrepancy
between the law and custom. This section will analyze this social sector and
highlight the ongoing challenges women face in accessing justice and

protection against domestic violence.

WOMEN’S RIGHTS

As previously discussed throughout the paper, while women’s rights are
generally respected in legal frameworks, the disparity between law and cultural
norms continues to impede gender equality. Nonetheless, as stated in the
theoretical framework, women’s rights movements have played an important
role in promoting social change and advancing gender equality.

In Rwanda, despite the existence of laws to protect women’s rights, there
has been a lack of women’s rights movements to enforce these laws. The
initial establishment of the laws for women’s rights in Rwanda was a
top-down decision made by the country’s leadership, without active social
movement from the public, as a response to the lack of men for social
reconstruction after the genocide (Burnet, 2011). Since then, there has been
no continuation of women’s rights movements, which has hindered the
progress of women’s rights in the country.

One explanation for the lack of women’s movements in Rwanda is that
women were primarily occupied with rebuilding their own households after
the genocide. Women had to prioritize increasing their household welfare,

such as sending children to school, taking in children from othe families
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where both parents had deceased, feeding children, and working for more
income, which left litde time and resources for social rights (Burnett, 2011).
As a result, social movements were not considered a necessity at the time
for women in Rwanda. The lack of women-led social movements or
women-led businesses and associations in Rwanda today can be traced back
to this historical context of post-genocide reconstruction.

However, the importance of women’s rights movements in enhancing
women’s rights cannot be overlooked. In other countries, women’s rights
movements have played a curical role in pushing for gender equality and
enforcing laws that protect women’s rights. This would be the case of
Nicaragua.

In Nicaragua, women’s rights movements, such as AMLAE and ATC, have
played a crucial role in promoting and protecting women’s rights. The
Nicaraguan government established laws to promote gender equality, but the
strong enforcement of these laws did not occur until the FSLN came back
into office in 2007. The government then began to enforce existing laws
and establish new ones to improve women’s access to education, safe working
conditions, and maternal health care. Despite these efforts, gender inequality
still persists, particularly among rural and lower-income women.

To address this issue, women’s associations, such as the Articulacion
Feminista de Nicaragua, have emerged to provide education on women’s
rights, physical and mental support, and promote social movements. These
associations are led by women and women-led institutions and are gradually
moving Nicaraguan culture closer to the law. As evidenced by data from
Tables 1 and 2, the situation for women in Nicaragua is better than in
Rwanda, with fewer women experiencing domestic violence, fewer women
justifying domestic violence, and more women have access to land.

Overall, the case of Nicaragua demonstrates the importance of women’s
movements in promoting gender equality and enhancing women’s rights.
These movements can act as a driving force for cultural change, helping

to bridge the gap between law and custom and leading to a more equitable
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society.

In spite of being authoritarian countries, Rwanda and Nicaragua have
gender-equal laws. However, the level of respect for women’s rights in their
everyday lives differs, and this can be attributed to the strength of women’s
movements in each country. In Rwanda, the legal framework was established
by the government without much social movement involvement, while in
Nicaragua, women actively participated in gaining their rights, leading to
the formation of women-led institutions and movements to protect and
advocate for their rights. As a result, Nicaragua’s customs are shifting towards
gender equality, as evidenced by decreasing incidents of domestic violence
and increasing women’s land ownership (Takeo and Rice, 2021). This cultural
shift suggests a closer alignment between the law and custom, which facilitates
law enforcement, as demonstrated in the theoretical framework. Conversely,
gender equality remains elusive in the everyday lives of women in Rwanda,
where few social movements are advocating for it, making it harder for women

in Rwanda to exercise their rights (Berry, 2015).

LAND OWNERSHIP

The most evident area where the disparity between law and custom is
apparent is in the domain of land ownership, which is a significant source
of income in the agricultural sector in both Rwanda and Nicaragua. In these
countries, men are conventionally regarded as landowners, while women are
responsible for farming the land. However, this tradition has undergone some
modifications in recent times. Following the genocide in Rwanda, the state
provided land ownership rights to female relatives of men who died, such
as wives, sisters, and mothers, to resolve the issue of uncertain land ownership.
However, in the reality, the enforcement was very weak. Nevertheless, there
were no women-led movements or institutions to safeguard this right. In
Nicaragua, during the Sandinista Revolution, women who cultivated the land
were granted the right to register it under their names by the FSLN.

Subsequently, groups such as ATC continued to advocate for women’s rights
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to land ownership. Although women have been able to register as owners
since this period, the law is not all-inclusive, as land ownership for women
who are widows, single, or in non-traditional marital status is not recognized
(Djurfelde 2020). This implies that although land ownership is legally
established for women, it is not yet completely equal for them as it is for
men.

The traditional perception of gender roles is a significant hindrance to
gender equality in land ownership. In most households, land is viewed as
the property of men and registered under a man’s name. Even when a man
is married and has a wife, he is more likely to share or transfer land ownership
to another male relative, such as a brother-in-law, instead of his wife
(Djurfelde 2020). This practice persists despite the progress made towards
gender-equal land ownership. Thus, although there have been some
improvements, traditional attitudes towards men as the primary landowners
continue to impede full inclusivity in land ownership. Conflict within families
due to traditional customs that nearly never allow women to have actual
ownership still exists, which also hinders women's actual ownership of land
(Ravnborg et al. 2016).

When comparing the two countries, Nicaragua is found to be more
gender-equal than Rwanda based on 2019 data from the OECD's Social
Institutions and Gender Index (SIGI). The SIGI measures gender
discrimination in social institutions across 180 countries. According to the
data, Nicaragua has a score of 0 in inheritance law, whereas Rwanda has
a score of 0.25, with a closer score to 0 indicating greater equality. Both
countries have a score of 0.25 in laws related to access to land assets,
demonstrating better protection of women's rights compared to countries
at a similar level of development. Nicaragua is also noted for having a high
proportion of women who own land compared to other developing nations,
despite similar legal protection for women's land ownership. This could be
attributed to the stronger enforcement of the law in Nicaragua, which is

the result of strong women's movement. However, in Rwanda, even though
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the law protects women's rights to land ownership, the actual ownership
may not be as high. According to Bayisenge et al. (2014), there is a high
degree of inequality in the distribution of property ownership between men
and women in Rwanda, which is due to traditional cultural norms and
patriarchal attitudes that challenge women's land rights (Bayisenge et al.
2014).

Table 1. Women’s Rights related to land ownership

. Secure access to land assets
Inheritance Lawl) :

Lawl) Practice2)
Nicaragua 0 0.25 23.3
Rwanda 0.25 0.25 NA
Indonesia 1 0.5 8.8
El Salvador 0.25 0.25 11.6
India 0.5 0.25 12.8
Malaysia 0.5 0.5 18.0
Tanzania 1 0.25 19.7
Zambia 0.5 0.25 19.2
Ecuador 0.25 0.25 25.4

Note: 1) 0: equal rights; 1: unequal rights
2) share of women among house owners

Source: SIGI 2019 (OECD)

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

Another area that highlights a disconnect between law and cultural norms
is domestic violence. In Rwanda, there has been progress in enacting laws
and policies that promote women’s representation in parliament and all levels
of institutions, as well as laws for preventing domestic violence and
implementing gender balance policies.

However, despite these efforts, domestic violence rates have not decreased.
In fact, there are reports suggesting that domestic violence increased after
the enactment of laws promoting women’s social and political participation

(Habarugira, 2023). According to a survey, 61% of respondents stated that
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“domestic violence happens because most men were not able to cope with
the change in women’s empowerment policies” (Habarugira, 2023, p.55).
This study suggests that with enhanced women’s rights, women are put in
more danger than before.

A significant contributing factor to the perpetuation of domestic violence
is the resistance of traditional customs and beliefs to new laws. Despite the
establishment of laws prohibiting domestic violence in Rwanda, traditional
practices and beliefs remain unchanged, and one key reason for this is the
prevalence of customs. In 2008, the Rwandan government established specific
laws to combat gender-based violence (GBV).! However, the survey results
from Habraugira’s (2023) study indicate that 50% of the surveyed population
agreed that this law against violence was not effective in protecting women
from abuse by their husbands. One contributing factor to the persistence
of domestic violence is the prevalence of traditional gender roles that reinforce
male dominance over women. Although laws have been established to protect
women from domestic violence in Rwanda, the persistence of these traditional
practices and beliefs has hindered their effective implementation. This is due
to the large gap between the existing laws and deeply entrenched cultural
norms. As a result, the reality for women has not significantly improved,
despite the legal advancements.

Women in Nicaragua also face domestic violence. However, with the
several women-led institutions and social movements that provide education
on women's rights and domestic violence, the reality is better than in Rwanda.
Around 22% of women experience Intimate Partner Violence (IPV) during
their lifetime. Despite the high percentage, in comparison to countries in
similar situations, such as Rwanda, Tanzania, and Zambia, it can be
concluded that the country is in better position of domestic violence. Hence,

Nicaragua has strong law (0.25) and the reality of women is improving when

1 Law No 59.2008 (Criminalize Marital Rape): This Law introduces a range of new
provisions with regard to gender-based violence. It criminalizes martial rape, stating that
“it is forbidden or make sex with one’s spouse without their consent.” Being just one
set of law, this new establishment enforced stronger prohibition of gender-based violence.
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it comes to domestic violence.

Empowering women is commonly suggested as a solution to the problem
in both countries (Ntagnaira et al. 2009). In Rwanda, women’s empowerment
must happen through enhanced women-led movements and institutions or
associations that educate the public about women's rights and domestic
violence, with the goal of decreasing the gap between the law and custom
through the women right's movements acting as enforcement mechanisms.
To enhance women’s empowerment in Nicaragua, it is essential to establish
robust community centers or institutions that women can seck assistance
from after experiencing domestic violence. This women empowerment
fundamentally aims to close the gap between the culture and law for gender
equality in their everyday lives.

In conclusion, as shown in Table 2, Nicaragua has stronger laws to protect
women from domestic violence than Rwanda and a lower percentage of
women accepting violence again them, indicating that the moderate margin
of law and custom in Nicaragua is allowing it to advance in gender equality

more than Rwanda.

Table 2. Indicators of violence against women

Violence against women
Law” Attitudes? Practice”

Nicaragua 0.25 13.7 22.5
Rwanda 0.5 41.4 34.4
Indonesia 0.75 34.5 18.3
El Salvador 0.5 7.7 26.3
India 0.5 22.1 28.7
Viet Nam 0.75 28.2 34.4
Tanzania 0.75 58.0 41.7
Zambia 0.5 46.9 42.7
Ecuador 0.5 25.2 37.5

Note: 1) Legal framework protects women from violence: O: strong: 1: weak
2) Percentage of women who consider a husband to be justified in beating
his wife in certain circumstances
3) Percentage of women who ever suffered intimate partner violence
Source: SIGI 2019 (OECD)
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CONCLUSION

Rwanda and Nicaragua are well-known for their high levels of gender
equality despite being developing authoritarian regime countries, especially
when gender equality is measured using official norms such as institutions
and laws. However, when considering unofficial social norms such as
traditional customs, cultural practices, and violence against women, the level
of gender equality in these two countries is much lower. In the SIGI Index,
which includes attitudes and practices as indicators, these two countries rank
much lower than they do in the Global Gender Gap Index, which gives
high weight to institutional aspects such as the share of women in parliament.

This suggests that, while these countries may appear to be gender-sensitive
and equal on the legal ground, the everyday lives of women have not improved
as much as the laws suggest. The legal frameworks in Rwanda and Nicaragua
provide women with opportunities to exercise their rights; however, cultural
barriers continue to hinder their ability to do so in their daily lives. Despite
the existence of gender-equal laws, women in both countries still face domestic
violence, limited access to assets such as land, and unequal treatment within
their households. This gap between the law and culture remains a significant
obstacle to gender equality.

Despite the persistence of a significant gap between the law and custom
in both countries, Nicaragua seems to be in a better position than Rwanda.
This is because, as shown in the three social sectors, women-led movements
have acted as strong enforcement mechanisms in driving custom change
towards gender equality. Furthermore, the margin between the law and
custom is becoming more moderate in Nicaragua, making the prospect of
changing custom more feasible. Considering these factors, we can suggest
that the most efficient policy to improve gender equality does not lie with
extreme policies which are very distant from the custom and reality, but

with policies that are between the reality and the ideal state in the future.
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ABSTRACT

Los rfos profundos by José Marfa Arguedas from the Decolonial
Perspective: This paper deals with Los rios profundos (1958) by José
Marfa Arguedas, Peruvian writer and anthropologist. This work is
an autobiographical novel and a kind of Bildungsroman whose
protagonist is Ernesto, a criollo boy. The main stage is Abancay,
where the social structure of discrimination is solid in all spaces such
as the school, the city and the hacienda, which is the origin of
Ernesto's acute discord with the world. That social structure is
revealed more clearly through Jos colonos, practically enslaved
Indians. My opinion for a long time has been that the final part
of the work is too utopian, in which, when typhus breaks out, /os
colonos of the hacienda go to the city without fears asking for mass
despite the control of the soldiers. However, considering the reality
of the deep Andes of that time, I changed it. Indeed, these colonos
did not dare to speak or protest like the wretched of the earth despite
so many inexorable exploitations. But with the typhus, they became
those who know how to speak and act. According to the concepts
of Nelson Maldonado-Torres, one of the important scholars of
decolonialism, it can be said that the novel ends with the decolonial
turn of los colonos, overcoming their condition of the coloniality
of being.

Key words: José Maria Arguedas, Los rios profundos, Decolonialism,
Coloniality of Being, Decolonial Turn / SA| Ot2|0t Of2ACtA,
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omissions; emphasis added should also be indicated. Embedded citations should
be used, hence please do not use footnotes for simple citations. All citations
should be specified in the text in the following manner:

(a) If the author is named in the text, cite by year of publication:
-+ Drake (1966) has suggested -

(b) If the author is not named in the text, cite by last name, and year of
publication:
.-+ it has been noted (Fuentes 1979) that ---

(c) If necessary, pagination should follow the years of publication separated by a

comma

-+ it is argued (Lagos 1983, 22) that by -
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(d) Dual authors should be joined by ‘and’ multiple authors should be indicated
by ‘etal.’:
- other approaches (Snyder and Diesing 1977, 392) may assume
(Alessandri et al. 1971, 217-221).

(e) If an author has multiple references for any single publications year, indicate
specific words by the use of lower case letters and separated by semicolons

-+ the one hand (Lacan 1974a, 45; Lacan 1974b, 22) ---

(f) Series of references should be enclosed within parentheses and separated by
semicolons; items should be ordered chronologically, by year of publication,
and alphabetically within any year:

-+ proponents of the position (Russett 1981; George 1982; Holsti 1983;
Starr 1983) and many -

The reference section should begin on a new page following the text and any
appendices. Works should be listed alphabetically by author, followed by a section
listed alphabetically by institution - or title of any material not attributed to any
specific author(s). References should conform to the following format:

(a) References to books should list author(s), year, title, place of publication, and
publisher:
** Von Misies, L.(1983), Naton-State and Economy: Contributions to the
Politics and History of Our Time, Leland B. Yeager(trans.), New York:
New York University Press.
-+ Strunk, W. Jr. and E. B. White(1979), The Elements of Time, 3rd ed.,
New York: Macmillan.

(b) References to journal articles should list author(s), year, title of article, journal
name, volume, number(s) and inclusive pages:
-+ Lipset, S. Ni(1983), “Radicalism or Reformism: The Sources of Argentine
Working-class Politics,” Journal of Latin American Studies, Vol. 77, No.
2, pp. 1-18.

(c) References to works in edited volumes should list author(s), year, essay title,
volume editor(s), volume title, place of publication, publisher and inclusive

pages:
+ Weber, M.(1984), “Legitimacy, Politics and the State,” in William

Connolly(ed.), Legitimacy and the State, New York: New York
University Press, pp. 32-62.

(d) References to monographs in a series should list author(s), year, title, series
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title, place of publication, and publisher:
-+ Fromkin, M.(1986), The Limits of Recognition, Sanger Series on Law
and International Society, New Haven: Sanger Publishers.

Page proofs will be supplied to the first author of a paper, but only errors in the

type setting may be corrected at this stage. Any substantial alterations will be

charged to the author(s). Consequently, the author(s) should ensure that the paper

is submitted in final form. Proofs should be corrected and returned within seven

days of receipt.

Manuscript Formatting Information

hetp:/fwww.ajlas.org/

Review Process

L.

Initial Review: Upon receipt of the manuscript, the managing editor or other
area specialist will make an initial assessment of the article and ensure that all
required information for the submission process has been included. If any
information is missing, the reviewer will contact the author.

Full Review: After the initial review is completed, an electronic version of the
manuscript will be sent out to three reviewers. The authors will receive the
reviewer's comments and have an opportunity to make corrections and

resubmit.

Final Review and Publication: After authors revise and resubmit, the manuscript
will undergo a final review prior to publication. The time from submission to
final review and publication may be as little as two-three months to as long as a
year. Publication dates are April 30, August 31 and December 31. Authors will
receive ten off-prints and a copy of the journal in which the article appears.

Rejection: This may occur during either the full review or after the final review
and publication. Authors will be notified as quickly as possible if their
manuscript is rejected so that they may seek publication elsewhere.
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Article 1

Article 2

Article 3

Article 4

Code of Research Ethics

(Purpose) The purpose of the Code of Research Ethics is to establish
ethical standards to be adopted by all contributors and required for
publication in the Asian Journal of Latin American Studies (hereinafter
“AJLAS”), published by the Latin American Studies Association of Korea
(hereinafter “the Association”). The Code of Research Ethics defines
what constitutes a case of misconduct and specifies by category different
types of research ethics violations. In doing so, the Code of Research
Ethics secks to provide ethical principles and guidance regarding the
duties and responsibilities of all authors, contributors, and members of
our Association.

(Scope of Application) The Code of Research Ethics applies to all articles
submitted to and published in AJLAS, as well as all manuscripts
submitted for academic events and conferences organized by the

Association.

(General Guidelines for the Code of Research Ethics)

(1) All authors, researchers, and contributors are expected to follow the
Code of Research Ethics.

(2) The Code of Research Ethics applies to all research activities at all

stages, including the publication process and the distribution of

funding for members of AJLAS and the Association.

(Violations of the Code of Research Ethics)

AJLAS regards the following activities as violations of the Code of

Research Ethics:

(1) Plagiarism: Misappropriation of an original author’s ideas, intrinsic
content, or research results without the acknowledgment or
pre-arranged permission.

(2) Fabrication and Fraud: Falsification, invention, or manipulation of
qualifications, data, sources, results, or citations directly or indirectly
used in research.

(3) Authorship Disputes: Providing false information about a researcher’s
affiliation or academic position, granting authorship to individuals

who did not contribute to the content or results of the research, or
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Article 6

Article 7
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the failure to grant authorship of a manuscript to individuals who
contributed to the content or results of the research, or who made
relevant contributions, without justifiable reason.

(4) Duplicate Submission and Self-plagiarism: Submission of manuscripts
describing research results or elements that are essentially the same as
those described in another journal or primary publication.

(5) Other Violations: Any other reports of misconduct judged by the
Research Ethics Committee of AJLAS as noticeable misconduct.

(Composition of the Research Ethics Committee)

(1) The members of the editorial board of AJLAS shall serve on the
journal’s Research Ethics Committee.

(2) Individuals with conflicts of interest related to any investigation shall
be excluded from the Research Ethics Committee.

(3) The Research Ethics Committee may consult or involve a Latin
American Studies Association executive or an external expert in its
decision making, dependent on the severity or nature of any

violation.

(Reporting Violations)

Research ethics violations may be reported in the following ways:

(1) The Research Ethics Committee may receive reports of misconduct
by any available means, such as in writing, by phone, by mail, by
email, or through the LASA website. It is acceptable for a proxy to
submit a report of ethics violations.

(2) Reports of misconduct should be made by an informant using
his/her real name. Anonymous allegations of misconduct may not be
considered. However, if specific information and substantiated
evidence related to a claim of misconduct are submitted, anonymous

reports will be accepted.

(Investigative Process and Vindication)

Research ethics violations may be reported in the following ways:

1. The Research Ethics Committee will convene and initiate an
investigation within two weeks of any report of violations being filed.

2. The Research Ethics Committee is obligated to gather sufficient
evidence of specific misconduct in order to verify the validity of the
report.

3. Under no circumstances shall any personal information regarding the
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Article 8

person(s) who report violations be published. The committee should
take all necessary measures to protect the informant from negative
repercussions or possible external pressures.

. The person(s) concerned will be informed of the allegation in writing

or by meeting with the Research Ethics Committee in person. The
committee shall ensure that the person(s) concerned are given an
opportunity to express their opinions, objections, and arguments.

. The Research Ethics Committee will keep confidendal the

identity/ies of the person(s) concerned and ensure that the person(s)
concerned experience no infringement of their rights undl the
suspected misconduct has been verified.

. All details of the investigation, including reports, deliberations,

decisions, and suggested measures, shall be kept confidential.
Individuals who take part directly or indirectly in the investigation
shall not disclose any information during the execution of the
investigation or related tasks.

. The Research Ethics Committee shall notify the person(s) concerned

of both the content and results of the investigation before the final
decision is made. All parties and persons related to the allegation will
be given sufficient opportunity to respond.

. The committee shall notify the informant and the person(s)

concerned after a decision regarding the investigation has been made
by vote. For a vote to be executed successfully, more than two-thirds
of the currently registered members and a majority vote of the

members in attendance are required.

. The results of the ethics violation investigation must be reported to

the board of the Association, and all records, including relevant
documentation, evidence, and lists of individuals involved, shall be
provided.

(Measures after Verification) If it is determined by the Research Ethics
Committee that there is an actual violation of the Code of Research
Ethics, disciplinary measures will be taken based on the severity of
violation. These are as the following;

(1) The authors’ institutions and sponsors will be notified of the violation

of the Code of Research Ethics.
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(2) The authors will be prohibited from submitting manuscripts to any
publication related to the Association and to AJLAS for three to five
years.

(3) Published papers will be removed from AJLAS and from the
Association’s digital archive and members will be informed of the
reasons for this decision.

(4) The results of the investigation will be reported to the National
Research Foundation of Korea, according to that foundation’s

management guidelines for scholarly journals.

Addendum

1. This Code of Research Ethics took effect on October 1, 2008, when it was first
established.
2. This Code of Research Ethics was revised on October 10, 2020.

3. Matters not specified in this Code of Research Ethics may be discussed and
decided by the editorial board.
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Asian Journal of Latin American Studies

Information regarding the Submission of Manuscript

About the author:

1. Name:

2. Title and institution:
3. E-mail address:

4. Telephone number:

About the manuscript:

1. Tidle:
2. Five Keywords:
3. Abstract (200 words):

Submission date:

* T certify that the manuscript represents original and valid work and that neither

this manuscript nor one with substantially similar content under my
authorship has been published or is being considered for publication
elsewhere. If requested, I will provide the data or will cooperate fully in
obtaining and providing the data on which the manuscript is based for
examination by the editors or their assignees.
** For papers with more than 1 author, I agree to allow the corresponding author
to serve as the primary correspondent with the editorial office, to review the
edited typescript and proof.
***  Contributor’s Qualification: All contributors must have at least a master’s
degree in order to submit a manuscript.

**% More information about the formatting and submission of manuscripts is
available at: http:/www.ajlas.org
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The Asian Journal of Latin American Studies
(AJLAS)

The Asian Journal of Latin American Studies (AJLAS) is an academic journal for
discussion and debate on the subjects of Latin American affairs and comparative
perspectives between Asian and Latin American Societies. The AJLAS has been
published by the Latin American Studies Association of Korea (LASAK) since 1988.
Published four times a year in February, May, August and November, AJLAS seeks to
stimulate and disseminate research and scholarship in a broad sense of Latin American
Studies. The scope of the AJLAS covers all areas in humanities and social sciences,
including economics, political science, international relations, philosophy, history,
sociology, geography, anthropology and literature. Articles with an interdisciplinary
approach are especially welcome.
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